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** STOP PRESS !! ** 

KAOS BBQ Sunday 24
th

 July 2pm 

See Diary Dates for Details KAOS 
The Newsletter of Keswick Amateur Operatic Society – July 2011 

CABARET - “KAOS made an excellent job of it” 
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NODA REVIEW 

Artistic Director   Chris Briggs 

Musical Director   David Sutton 

Choreographer   Jenni Thornton 

     I have to be honest when I say ‘Cabaret’, isn’t 

one of my favourite shows, but I have to say 

KAOS made an excellent job of it. Set in 1930’s 

Berlin, on the eve of the Nazi coup, and the anti-

semitic purges, it tells the story of the lives and 

loves of people in and around the seedy Kit Kat 

night club. 

    The whole company were on stage as the 

audience entered the auditorium, and stayed on 

during the whole show, and didn’t detract, in any 

way from the intimate scenes being played 

around them. 

    There were some lovely performances from 

Jenni Thornton, as English cabaret singer Sally 

Bowles, star performer at the Kit Kat and James 

Hutchinson, as American author, Clifford 

Bradshaw, both professionally trained, their 

romantic scenes were very convincing, and they 

both sang beautifully. They were ably backed by 

Linda Lowth, as spinster Fraulein Shneider, the 

local landlady, and Chris Briggs as her would be 

husband. Another fine performance came from 

Neil Lawson, as sinister Emcee, Master of 

Ceremonies at the Kit Kat. The show moved 

along at a great pace, the one set was used 
extremely well, with insets used for the more 

intimate scenes. The costumes were very good 

and were of period, and it was clear there had 

been a lot of attention to detail. The sound was 

very good and the orchestra were very 

sympathetic to the singers. The chorus and 

dancers, although not having a great deal to do, 

did their jobs well, and it all added to the 

spectacle. 

    All in all this was a very ambitious production 

from the society, and I believe they pulled it off 

extremely well. Congratulations KAOS for taking 

on this challenging show, and for bringing top 

class Amateur theatre to the wonderful Theatre 

by the Lake.   

Ed McGee 09.05.2011  

 A huge well done to the CABARET company!    
The show is still being talked of by many as the best production that the Society 

has ever staged.  Certainly Ed McGee from NODA was impressed, for those who 

haven’t seen it,  the review is reproduced (right), and the reaction from our 

audience was summarised in an unexpected letter to the reminder (copied below).   

All the reviews together with many photographs from the show can be seen on the 

Society web site at www.keswickoperaticsociety.co.uk and on the Society 

Facebook pages (see back page)   Overall a success due very much to the time 

and commitment put into the show by the entire company. 

It was certainly one of the most problematic shows that we have ever staged, with 

initial casting problems, the early loss of Mike Eccles for personal reasons, the 

concern of low ticket sales until the last possible minute, a number of unexpected 

but necessary last-minute expenses and the unscheduled extra interval on the 

last night because of a fire alarm. 

But the show was hugely successful, coming in almost exactly on budget and 

overall we’ve broken a lot of new ground for the society which will herald a 

number of changes for the future; we’ve revised and clarified the audition process 

to avoid the difficulties we had in the CABARET auditions; the use of personal 

microphones was very well received and will have to continue; we’ll be rethinking 

how we market the shows. 

One big change that we now know about is that unfortunately David Sutton will 

not be with us for the next show.  David has been an excellent MD for the society 

for a number of years and has raised the Society to new heights of musical 

excellence.  David lives and works in Carlisle and we were aware that because of 

his many commitments, he was finding it increasingly difficult to commit to KAOS.  

We wish David well for the future and are delighted  to welcome Colin Brind, who 

joins the society as MD for the November concerts and hopefully longer.  Colin, of 

whom more in due course, lives locally, teaches music at Keswick School and is a 

prime mover in the Keswick School Jazz Band.  

REMINDER LETTER – 13th May 2011 

I was fortunate to be in the audience of Keswick Amateur Operatic Society’s production of CABARET 

at Theatre by the Lake on Saturday night.  I would like to take the opportunity of thanking all 

concerned for one of the best night’s entertainment that I have had in years.  

This is a show that I am very familiar with, and how well the cast did it!  It was bright, fast moving 

and imaginative.  Everyone on stage was an active participant and the audience were captivated 

from beginning to end.  The dance numbers were excellent and how refreshing to see young 

performers on stage really enjoying  themselves.   

Even the disruption of the fire alarms going off and the evacuation of the Theatre didn’t throw the 

professionalism of the performers who delivered some wonderful “ad-libs” when the show finally 

restarted and really got the audience laughing and back in the mood.  The music throughout was 

excellent as was the set. 

I am a regular theatre-goer and have seen many allegedly professional shows but the show I saw on 

Saturday night bettered very many of them.  Keswick is really fortunate to have a performing society 

of this quality in town.  They deserve every support and I shall certainly be back to see future 

performances 

http://www.keswickoperaticsociety.co.uk/
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KAOS Annual General Meeting 
The Annual General meeting of the Society will take place at 6.30pm on Thursday 22

nd
 September at St 

Herbert’s Social Centre, High Hill Keswick and the primary business of the meeting will be to review the 

years’ activities, to elect a new management committee, to confirm membership fees and to look at what’s 

coming up.  A number of long term members have indicated that they will be standing down; 

 Brian and Doreen Wilkinson, who have given so much to the society and have latterly worked so hard 

to support the society as Joint Presidents, have decided that it is time to pass on the mantle to another.  

Brian and Doreen have been a driving force within the Society since its inception, and although not 

disappearing altogether, they will be sorely missed.  Our heartfelt thanks and best wishes go to both of 

them. 

 Edna Sharman is standing down as Chair of the Society.  Edna took over the role of chair in difficult and 

unexpected circumstances. In her years as Chair she has driven the Society forward with a quiet 

efficiency and her influence has more than contributed to the standards of excellence that we have 

recently achieved.  Edna is not leaving the Society and will continue to contribute her expertise but feels 

that the time is right for the Chair to pass to a fresh pair of hands. 

 Lillian Kelly has worked as Membership Secretary for the Society for a number of years and has 

contributed to the Society both by also being the primary link for use of the St Herbert’s Centre and 

helping backstage.  Lillian has sadly suffered a period of ill health in recent months and now feels that the 

time is right to stand down.  Our sincere thanks go to Lillian for all her hard work. 

In recent years it has become the practice to elect members to the committee without their being assigned 

to specific roles.  This is not good practise for a society and we really would now like to bring this to an end.  

Thus the following roles will be up for election/appointment; 

Honorary President 

Chairperson 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Membership Secretary 

Marketing Secretary 

Social Secretary 

Librarian 

 

KAOS November Concerts 

Work is well advanced in planning for the November concert season.  A sub -committee comprising Colin the MD, 

Edna Sharman, Jenni Thornton, James Hutchinson, Neil Airey and Barbara  Carter has already met to start planning 

the programme.  Some really good content suggestions have already been made by a number of members and 

where possible notice has been taken and these will be adopted.  

The full programme will be published soon but it can be said now that the concert will comprise three distinct 

sections; Film and Themes, Reviews and  Ragtime and Blues.  The content will include both old favourites and new 

material.  The individual sections will comprise music for Chorus, Mixed Groups, Duets and Soloists.  These will be 

offered once we know who will be committing to the concert season.   

There is also a possibility of dance workshops being established throughout the summer to commence work on 

routines for the concerts, but with the longer term intention of preparing for the Spring Show.  More on this to 

follow.  Concert rehearsals start on Thursday 1st September  at St Herbert’s  Social Centre, High Hill, Keswick and 

the concert dates are Thursday 24th, Friday 25th and Saturday 26th November, venues to be confirmed. 

The nominee paperwork for the AGM which explains more about what is 

involved will be circulated shortly.  A Society is only as good as its members 

and the way it is managed.  It is no accident that KAOS has an excellent 

reputation which comes in no small part from the effective and supportive 

team that manages the Society and the shows.    We would encourage any 

and every member to join in and become part of this team.   Itôs not difficult 

and all contributions are highly valued. 
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Anything Goes – Parts 

Billy Crocker (Tenor, comic role) - Elisha's kind but inefficient general 

manager who is in love with Hope, boarded the ship without a ticket in 

pursuit of Hope, and so must adopt a number of disguises  
Hope Harcourt (Soprano) - A wealthy and beautiful heiress, debutante 

determined to marry Sir Evelyn Oakleigh to satisfy Mama Harcourt, even 

though she is in love with Billy  

Reno Sweeney (Alto) - an evangelist turned nightclub singer. Old friend of 

Billy's. Patti LuPone type.  

Sir Evelyn Oakleigh (Baritone)- a rich English Gentleman  

Moon-Face (Baritone / Tenor) - Public Enemy #13, who wants to be 1st on 

the list.  

Bonnie Latour (Mezzo) - Moonface Martin's attractive but not-so-bright 

girlfriend  

Elisha Whitney - Wall Street executive and Billy Crocker's boss, an extremely 

near-sighted business tycoon and drunk 

Mrs. Wadsworth T. Harcourt - Hope's haughty, overbearing mother who is 

mainly concerned with social status and money.  

Bishop Henry Dobson - a minister  

Ching and Ling - two of Bishop Dobson's Chinese converts and reformed 

gamblers 

Luke and John - Two mischievous Chinese heathens who happen to be 

exceptional card players 

Purser - The Captain's lackey. 

Steward -  

Reno's "Angels" - They show up and sing with Reno. Probably all sopranos.  

Passengers (ensemble) 

Anything Goes – Songs 

 

I Get a Kick Out of You -  Reno Sweeney  

Bon Voyage (There's No Cure Like Travel) --

Sailor, Girl and Ship's Crew and Company  

You're the Top - Reno Sweeney and Billy 

Crocker  

Easy to Love - Billy Crocker  

The Crew Song – Whitney 

There’ll Always be a Lady Fair – Male Quartet 

Friendship – Reno & Moon 

It's DeLovely - Billy Crocker and Hope Harcourt  

Anything Goes -- Reno Sweeney and Company  

Public Enemy Number One -- Captain, Purser, 

Company 

Blow, Gabriel, Blow -- Reno Sweeney and 

Company 

Goodbye, Little Dream, Goodbye -- Hope 

Harcourt  

Be Like the Bluebird -- Moonface Martin  

All Through the Night - Billy Crocker, Hope 

Harcourt and Men 

Gypsy in Me – Evelyn 

Buddie, Beware -- Erma and Sailors  

Finale I Get a Kick Out of You  - Company  

May 2012 – Next Year !! 

There has been some concern as to how the Society will be able to progress its next major Spring production.  As 

has been remarked in the local press, because of the Queen’s Jubilee and the extension of the Theatre by the Lake 

summer season, the Jazz festival has been moved from the week AFTER our show into the week BEFORE us.  

Members will know that we habitually use the Saturday and Sunday of this week to commence our “get-in”, but the 

move of the Jazz Festival means that we lose the Saturday which is traditionally our set “build” day.  This cast 

serious doubts on our ability to mount a major production for 2012. 

Because of this, Edna Sharman and Neil Airey had a most productive meeting with James Cobbold and Patrick 

Gilchrist at Theatre by the Lake to voice the concerns of the Society.  The Theatre recognised our concerns and 

were most supportive, with the following being offered / agreed: 

 Although we will not be able to go in until Sunday, we will be able to go in during the day the week before for any 
necessary flying and lighting to be carried out; 

 The theatre has offered to distribute our flyer with their publicity; 
 
It will not be easy, but we think it can be achieved.  And because of this we can now formally announce that KAOS 
intend to stage Cole Porter’s  “happiness” musical “ANYTHING GOESò from the 8

th
 to the 12

th
 May 2012.  An 

application for a performance licence has been submitted and we should hear shortly as to whether this has been 
granted.  
 
The limitations above mean that we will have to form a production team sooner than we normally would in order to 
set key tasks in action.  This will happen once work on the November concert is well and truly in action. 
 
As usual we will be looking for help in all aspects of the production and more information will follow on this.   
 
A synopsis of the plot, the songs and the parts on offer are detailed below – please give some thought now as to 
how and in what capacity you might like to get involved with this production.   
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 Dates for your diary 

 KAOS BBQ  Sunday 24
th

 July 2011.  2pm at Green Gables, Rogerfield, Keswick, CA12  

    4BN.  Tickets in advance from Edna Sharman.  017687 80566 or 017687 74546 

 KAOS 1
st

 Rehearsal Thursday 1
st

 September 2011.  Start 7.30pm sharp. Please be on time !!   

 KAOS AGM  Thursday 22
nd

 September 2011. Before evening rehearsal.  6.30pm  NOTE  

    EARLIER START TIME ! 

 KAOS Concert Dates Thursday 24
th

 November 2011, Friday 25
th

 November 2011 and   

    Saturday 26
th

 November 2011.  Venues to be confirmed.  

For a number of years KAOS has maintained an excellent  web page 

(www.keswickoperaticsociety.co.uk) on which all society events, news and 

newsletters and many photos are posted as soon as possible.   For the past year 

the society has also run a Facebook page entitled  KESWICK AMATEUR OPERATIC SOCIETY.  This page, which had 

limited public access, has now been closed to non-members and henceforth will be used for members news only.    

If you would like access to the page, send a request to join from the page itself.   The reason for this change was 

that following CABARET we were inundated with “friend” requests from complete strangers and were unwilling to 

grant full access to unknowns. 

To take it’s place we have created a KAOS community “Fan” page which people can visit and click on the “LIKE” 

button.  This page will contain information for the public face of the Society.  To this end photo albums and listings 

have been created for all the KAOS shows that we have records for.   

Both sites contain comprehensive information about the Society and we would encourage members to contribute 

content to both.  If you are a FACEBOOK user you can already support this page and are able to upload photos and 

comment.  To contribute to the Society web pages please pass content to the Secretary, Chris Knowles on 

chris.knowles@maketechwork4u.co.uk who will happily upload it for you. 

Anything Goes - Brief Synopsis 

The action takes place aboard the luxury transatlantic liner, the S.S. American, just as the ship is about to set sail. 

There are many passengers on board, including Billy Crocker, who has stowed away to be with Hope Harcourt, the 

girl he loves; Hope herself is sailing with her fiancée, Lord Evelyn Oakleigh; Hope’s mother Evangeline is travelling 

too, and is pleased to find her old acquaintance Elisha Whitney also onboard; Billy’s friend Reno Sweeney, a sexy 

evangelist, has feelings for Billy which aren’t reciprocated; and Moonface Martin, (Public Enemy No. 13), and his 

accomplice Erma, are escaping to England.  Reno and Moonface conspire to split Hope and Evelyn, as they know 

Hope really loves Billy. Meanwhile, the ship’s captain (mis)understands that Billy is actually Snake-Eyes Johnson, 

Public Enemy No. 1, and charges his sailors with catching the dangerous criminal.  When they catch him, the 

Captain realises that the ship’s passengers are eager to mingle with a celebrity like Snake-Eyes Johnson, and he 

makes him Honorary Captain of the ship. 

Eventually, Billy admits he’s just a ‘broken down broker’ and he and Moonface are imprisoned in the ship’s jail. 

Meanwhile, whilst Hope is realising that Billy is her true love, Evelyn is also coming to terms with the fact that he 

has feelings for Reno.  With Hope and Evelyn’s wedding the next day, desperate measures are resorted to, to 

ensure a happy ending. Eventually, it comes as no surprise that Billy and Hope marry, along with Reno and Evelyn. 

To complete the unlikely picture, Elisha proposes to Evangeline. Don’t worry if all this seems confusing. The play is, 

after all, a farce, and all will become clear… And along the way, there is lots of comedy, romance and show-

stopping numbers. 

http://www.keswickoperaticsociety.co.uk/
mailto:chris.knowles@maketechwork4u.co.uk

